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Clear Y our Calendar!

For many sea-
sons MCREST has
been blessed to have
a full schedule of 84
churches to provide
food and shelter for
our homeless guests.
Unfortunately, the
economic barometer
has caused a low
pressure system in
some of our smaller
churches and they

can no longer accommodate our guests.  As
a result MCREST is experiencing “open
weeks”.  Those are weeks on the schedule
that do not have a host church.  At this
point in our 2009 schedule, there are four
(4) weeks without a host church.  MCREST
needs your help.

We need churches that can offer space
for the weeks of:

• May 31, 2009 for 30 men
• July 19, 2009 for 30 men
• August 2, 2009 for 30 men, women and
  children
• September 6, 2009 for 30 men, women
  and children (This week includes the
  Labor Day holiday)

Trish Pearce is looking for volunteers
to help out during those weeks.  She will be
providing training to prepare the volunteers
to help with intakes, transportation and over
night-time supervision.  This group of vol-
unteers is called the B Team, which basi-
cally means they are the emergency crew
that can step in and help out wherever they
are needed.

Besides the actual “working” crew,
there are many other things needed to suc-
cessfully provide a week of shelter for our
homeless people.

We need a church family, service club
or a group of family and friends that are
willing to pick a night to prepare and serve
dinner, do the clean-up, make lunches for
the next day and come back to make break-
fast in the morning.  We need people to so-
licit a dinner or food items from a restau-
rant, grocery store or from Costco, Sam’s
Club or Gordon’s.  MCREST needs dona-
tions of personal care items such as sham-
poo, deodorant, soap, razors, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, etc.  We need paper plates,
cups, paper towels, napkins.  If you can
donate cleaning supplies such as
bleach,dish soap and scrubbies for the pots

and pans, it would be put to good use.
Staple goods like coffee, sugar, cream,
snacks and an occasional can of pop are
always in demand.

Part of hosting our homeless guests
includes less glamorous jobs such as do-
ing laundry.  All of the bedding must be
washed before we move it to the next
church.  Our homeless people need their
personal clothing laundered and tagged in
their bags and returned to them a couple of
times during the week.  There is also a need
for volunteers to pick up our guests and
transport them to the bus line or off to an
important appointment.

You know the saying that it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child, well it takes the entire
community to care for our homeless neigh-
bors.  Maybe you don’t have a lot of time
to give, but you could donate food or money
or maybe you don’t have a lot of money,
but you could give your precious time, ei-
ther way MCREST needs and appreciates
your efforts.  If you find that you could
fulfill one of our needs to help us provide
food and shelter during our “open weeks”,
please contact Trish Pearce at MCREST.
Her number is 586-415-5101. You may also
access a volunteer application by going to
www.mcrest.org.  She is going to be very
busy trying to coordinate all of this activ-
ity, but I know that Trish will always make
the time to talk to YOU.  Thank you for your
continued support and assistance.

MCREST Coordinators, mark your per-
sonal calendar for  May 27, 2009 at 6 p.m. in
the evening to attend the 2009 MCREST
Annual Meeting.  The meeting will be held
again this year at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Clinton Township in the Community Center.
A light meal at 6 p.m. will be followed by a
one hour business meeting at 7 p.m..  Last
year this meeting broke the news that
MCREST was beginning to work on a per-
manent shelter to comply with the 10 Year
Plan to eliminate homelessness.  As this story
unfolded during 2008 many churches and
volunteers said they did not know, but the
folks who attended last year’s meeting did
know.  That story is still unfolding so come
get the update and who knows what break-
ing news and updates will be discussed so
you can take it back to your church team.
This meeting is an important element to mak-
ing your job as coordinator and your shelter
week effective and successful.

MCREST 2009 Annual Business Meeting

Jimetta's Journal
Cap Corner
Warming Centers
Barbara Bauman Award
Program Information Specialist
20th Anniversary Financial Report
Joelene Beckett Retires
MCREST Annual Spring Fling

Volunteer Spotlight
Welcome New Staff Members!

Chenille Sisters Christmas Concert
MCREST 20th Anniversary
Church Spotlight
Recent Awards & Recognition

Bus Tickets
Buy 1 - Buy 1,000

$1.50 each

(586) 415-5101

Order through the
MCREST Office

Coming Events...

MCREST 2009
Annual Business Meeting

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 at 6:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church,

Clinton Township

Spring Fling
Saturday, April 25, 2009

Dancing to..
Swing Shift Orchestra

A 20-piece Nostalgic Big Band
Zuccaro Banquets & Catering

46601 N. Gratiot.
North of Hall Rd.

Chesterfield Twp., MI  48051
Tickets: $60 - $35 is tax deductible
               $500 per table of 10
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Alice Franco
CAP (Choose A Path)

Case Manager

CAP CORNER

    Jimetta Lewis,
Executive Director

The CAP program has been in exist-
ence since 2001.  This program was devel-
oped to offer those in the 30-day MCREST
program an opportunity to become self-suf-
ficient by granting them a 90-day extension
in their stay, providing services designed
to encourage skill development.

The CAP program is seeking to reduce
the number of homeless men, women, and

children; providing education and job train-
ing as needed. Also, it helps identify and
reduce the barriers to permanent housing,
and assist with housing placements.

Participants are required to work a mini-
mum of 30 hours per week, and must put
75% of their earnings into savings after
paying mandated bills, such as child sup-
port, court costs, and medical bills.

Because each person who enters the
CAP program has a different situation, they
also have different obstacles to overcome
as well.  Substance abuse is one of the big-
gest problems, along with mental health is-
sues, and of course, the ever worsening
economy.

The CAP program is rigorous, and de-
mands much from its participants.  By suc-
cessfully completing mutually agreed upon
goals, maintaining sobriety, seeking help for
mental health issues, and adopting an out-

Individuals who complete the program
are monitored even after they leave.  The
purpose of these follow-up meetings is to
discuss their progress, document out-
comes, and assist clients in the formulation
of a developmental action plan; outlining
additional objectives for achievement.  As
always, clients are encouraged to obtain
additional vocational and/or educational
training to prepare them for the future.

We have found the MCREST staff and
volunteers are what make and continue to
make the CAP program the success it is.
As always, we are looking for individuals
to mentor our CAP clients.  If there is any-
one who might be interested in training to
become a mentor, please call the MCREST
office at (586) 415-5101.

Jimetta's Journal

look oriented towards future success, partici-
pants are encouraged to explore long-term
aspirations.

There are nu-
merous advantages
of surveys, ques-
tionnaires and in-
quiries and one of
those was instru-
mental in composing
this article.  Our Pub-
lic Relations Com-
mittee under the
guidance of Chuck
O’Brien, has grown
not just “out of the
box” but challenged

MCREST to grow with the times. With this
article, I would like to inform everyone of
information that will assist them to better
understand what we do at the MCREST of-
fice and at our churches.

In the Office:  Each caseworker has 20
clients in their case load.  Each potential
client coming into MCREST goes through
an intensive interview process to insure they
can live within a communal living arrange-
ment.  All information is put into the Home-
less Management Information System
(HMIS) by our HMIS Data Clerk.  Our case-
workers advocate for the clients with De-
partment of Human Services, Michigan
Works, Macomb County Community Men-
tal Health, CARE, Access Center and Com-

munity Housing Network as well as com-
pleting a Homeless Assistance Recovery
Program (HARP) voucher. The HARP
voucher is a relative of Section 8 and will
assist our clients to get into housing when
the list again opens up. When a client comes
into our office, they are sometimes in need
of a shower.  We have one here off our lobby
for their convenience (anyone want to in-
stall a shower door for us?) and we give
them towel, washcloth, soap, shampoo, ra-
zor and shaving cream as needed. We have
a washer and dryer here to keep a clean sup-
ply of towels etc. on hand.  We keep a
client’s mail for 30 days after they leave our
shelter, allow them to use our fax machine
phone to call on job or doctor appointments
as well as notify family where they are.  If
we find ‘during an interview’ that a client
has not eaten, we have emergency food
vouchers for them.  There are also occa-
sions we work with parole or probation of-
ficers to assist them with their clients. If the
client has school-age children, the case-
worker will complete a homeless education
form for each child and forward to the Home-
less Education Liaison at MISD to insure
they are kept in their own school with
needed school and personal supplies..

At the Churches:  As each client comes
into the church, the caseworker asks what
the client did during the day and writes it
into their case notes. The caseworkers fur-
ther assesses  the needs of the clients, of-
ten having dinner with them at the churches

to further draw them into conversation.  We
often have interns from Baker College or
Oakland Community College working di-
rectly with us.  The caseworkers are instru-
mental in tracking the outcomes and exits
of the clients who leave our program for
statistical results.  They inventory supplies
at the churches, test each client for alcohol
usage and observe behavior for drug use.
We now have the appropriate biohazard
supplies for any body fluid clean-ups
needed in their own separate containers.
The caseworkers separate the bins of our
supplies when we are hosting at one church
and going to two churches the following
week.  All supplies have to be divided evenly
to insure each church is supplied as needed.
That also means all personal items must be
divided as well as their medications.  The
caseworkers are there at the church to also
support the church with any issues that
come up.  We are under HIPA laws and can-
not divulge personal information about any
of our clients despite requests from volun-
teers.  We are all very blessed to have such
a great array of churches and their wonder-
ful volunteers.  If you have further ques-
tions about any of the services we provide,
please contact me at 586-415-5107 or
JimettaL@mcrest.org.  I would love to hear
from you!

Peace, Love and Joy,
Jimetta J. Lewis, Executive Director

The 2008 Barbara Bauman Homeless
Advocacy Award was presented to Execu-
tive Director, Jimetta Lewis, for her continu-
ing service in promoting awareness and ser-
vices for the homeless population of
Macomb County.

Barbara Bauman AwardBarbara Bauman AwardBarbara Bauman AwardBarbara Bauman AwardBarbara Bauman Award

When MCREST and other shelters have no space, the
Macomb County Warming Center provides a warm place to find
a meal and spend the night.  The only criteria for admission is
good behavior.  To find the schedule of churches, their addresses
and coordinators, go to their website at www.warmingcenter.org
The schedule is also posted at http://macombresources.info

Warming Centers
By Fred Pantalleresco By Fred Pantalleresco
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PROGRAM INFORMATION SPECIALIST

Trish Pearce

Only a few
short months ago
I was at a job that
was uninspiring,
monotonous and
unfulfilling. Com-
ing to MCREST
has truly been a
blessing,   I am
now  excited each
and every day to

be working with amazing staff, volunteers
and churches. One of my goals in the next
several months is to have our churches and
their volunteers become part of the
MCREST family all year long and not just
during their host week. I want  to inspire a

sense of community, open to ideas and sug-
gestions, volunteering at other churches,
providing support and experience. Another
goal of mine is to organize and create a work-
ing database to work from when we do have
that open week, a database that has the vol-
unteers, the resources and buildings that
we can refer to quickly and easily. I will fash-
ion a B Team manual complete with volun-
teer responsibilities, resources for the week,
forms that are needed, and packets to be
handed to lead coordinators, so that half
the work is done for them. The database can
also be used for those churches that find
themselves short of volunteers during that
week. A simple phone call to me can then
lead them right to those volunteers that they
need.

The new volunteer application on our

website will immediately let me know exactly
where the volunteer can be placed and in
what area and if training is needed.   Do we
have open weeks for the 2009 year calen-
dar? Yes we do, but I am confident that if we
do not fill those weeks with new churches,
we will be able to cover those weeks effort-
lessly with the expertise and help from all of
you the MCREST family.
Hebrews 6: 10 says “10For God is not un-
just; he will not overlook your work and the
love that you showed for his sake* in serv-
ing the saints, as you still do.” Not one per-
son, myself, a MCREST guest or staff will
forget the work that you do serving the
homeless in Macomb County.  I look for-
ward to meeting and working with all of you.
I am truly and more deservedly blessed.

Joelene Beckett, our former Program In-
formation Specialist, retired on December
31, 2008.  Joelene is also a licensed and cer-
tified Recovery Coach.  We would like to
thank her for her many years of service.  The
MCREST Board and MCREST community
wish Joelene a happy retirement and much
success in her future endeavors.

Joelene Beckett RetiresJoelene Beckett RetiresJoelene Beckett RetiresJoelene Beckett RetiresJoelene Beckett Retires

Shown at right is a retirement presen-
tation and gift for Joelene on her last day at
MCREST as we said, farewell and thank you
for all you’ve done!

I can best summarize by mimicing a popu-
lar commercial:

MCREST 20th Anniversary
Financial Report

SwingSwingSwingSwingSwing

OrchestraOrchestraOrchestraOrchestraOrchestra
ShiftShiftShiftShiftShift

Revenue - $31,225
Expenses - $13,913
Net Profit - $17,312 Wonderful
Honoring Founders and Founding
Churches, Raising Homeless Awareness in
the WCS Schools, Celebrating The Birth of
our Savior, Branding MCREST in the Com-
munity, watching 400 people laugh and smile
- PRICELESS!!!!!!!

By Tim Joy

 We will be offering mouth-watering
station style dinner, with a cash bar, and

This year we will be presenting a 20-
piece orchestra called “Swing Shift”.  They

Spring is just around the corner and
what better way to celebrate than joining
your friends and family for a great evening
out.  Join us on Saturday, April 25th at
Zuccaro  Banquets & Catering on Gratiot,
North of Hall Rd. for our annual fund raiser.

wonderful desserts.  There will be plenty of
unique items to bid on at our silent auction
and a chance to win some big money with
our 50/50 raffle.  Proceeds from the Silent
Auction and 50/50 raffle during the evening
will go directly to helping MCREST serve
the needs of the homeless in Macomb
County.  Make a difference to those less
fortunate, while treating yourself to a unique
gift of food, drink, entertainment, sporting
events or cash.

The doors open at 6pm with dinner
served at 7pm, the band plays from 8 p.m. to
11p.m. and the silent auction is available for
bidding until 10pm.  You get this great night
out for only $60 per person and $500 per table
of 10.  For reservations call the MCREST of-
fice at 586 415-5101 and ask for Patty or go to
www.mcrest.org and use PayPal to conve-
niently order your tickets.  Looking forward
to seeing you there!

play the music from the big band era andare
great.  Come and listen for yourself, don’t
forget to bring your dancing shoes.
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The Chenille Sisters Christmas Concert

By Tim Joy, Rick Lynn & Chuck O'Brien

“It was the best of times in the worst of times.”  Pardon the little twist on a famous line from literature to describe the MCREST 20th

Anniversary Christmas Concert.  While the  “worst of times” was characterized by rising unemployment, rising homelessness and generally
tough times for MCREST clients, volunteers and supporters, in December 2008 a ray of sunshine in the form of three female entertainers
characterized the “best of times.”

On December 6, 2008 the Chenille Sisters, Cheryl Dawdy, Grace Morand and Connie Huber, entertained and renewed everyone’s hope with
wonderful music, songs and humor and blended it in perfect ratio.  This important holiday fund raiser gave as much to the audience as it will to
support our homeless clients.  Those in the audience who were experiencing their first Chenille Sisters concert said they would love to see these
entertainers again.  Smiles were worn by old fans and the new fans through the entire performance.  Check out the pictures below of the trio and
their fans.  Find more pictures on www.mcrest.org.

Our primary sponsor, Christian Financial Credit Union, was the MCREST Christmas angel making this important evening possible.  Other
sponsors included Comerica Bank, The Macomb Daily, Beaumont Hospitals, Inpro Insurance Group, SMART Transportation, Community
Central Bank, Warren Bank, Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center, TCF Bank , Blanchard Agency, The Rains Group and Commercial
Graphics, Inc..  Please give these compassionate and supportive companies first consideration for your personal and business needs.

Just after intermission MCREST Staff and Board members made award presentations to the original nine founders of MCREST and 15
MCREST churches who have served continuously for all 20 years that MCREST has been in existence.  Check out photos of some of the award
recipients below and go to the web site www.mcrest.org to check out all the award winners.  Executive Director Jimetta Lewis said, “I was so
honored to present these awards to these men, women and churches……….they are true American Heroes.”

A wonderful coffee and fine deserts After Glow hour topped off the evening.  Check out the pictures to see if anyone has chocolate on
the corner of their mouth!

CFCU (Christian Financial Credit Union)
We thank the generosity of Christian Financial
Credit Union for sponsoring this important event .
Thanks to Holly Awwad, Mike Awwad and staff !

During intermission, the Chenille
Sisters were very gracious and
mingled with the audience.

The Chenille Sisters
From left to right:
Connie Huber, Cheryl Dawdy,
Grace Morand

Attendees enjoyed
meeting with friends
before the show and
at the Afterglow.
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MCREST 20th Anniversary Christmas Celebration

Shown at right is MCREST Founder
Joyce Steele-Hyttinen who helped
introduce the rotating shelter
concept to Macomb County.

Shown at right is MCREST Founder
Barb Bauman who helped spearhead
the rotating shelter concept in
Macomb County.

MCREST Founder Pastor Steve
Essenburg the first President of
MCREST accepting his award from
Executive Director Jimetta Lewis.

MCREST Founder Deacon Val
Buyle accepts his award for his work
in establishing MCREST.

The family of Founder Helene
Devins accepts the award from Ex-
ecutive Director Jimetta Lewis. Founder Nancy Kaspari of

St. Clement of Rome accepts
her award of recognition from
Board member Rick Lynn

Founding Church:
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Founding Church:
St. Barnabas Catholic Church

Founding Church:
St. Lucy Catholic Church

Founding Church:
Trinity Lutheran,
Clinton Township
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Trinity Lutheran Church conducted it’s 20th consecutive an-
nual MCREST shelter week from December 21 to December 28,
2008.  Trinity’s unique spot on the MCREST schedule, Christmas
Week, is both a special challenge as well as a blessing.  Assembling
all the volunteers needed to run a good shelter week is always a
challenge but when you have to ask church members to put their
MCREST service ahead of all the family, church and community
Christmas activities, that is asking a lot.  At the same time what
better time of the year to do the work our Lord asked us to in
Matthew 25:40.

With just a few exceptions, the 187 volunteers that served
during the week were Trinity Lutheran members or family and friends
of members.  These volunteers served 1,827 hours during the one-
week mission giving up holiday time for themselves and family in
order to serve our Lord through these guests.  We served over
1,200 meals, plus supplied showers, clean laundry, a warm and safe
place to sleep, clothing, counsel, worship service and love.  Many
Trinity people donated home made cookies, cakes, pies and fami-
lies who prepared meals donated all of the food they served.  The
congregation supported MCREST as the Mission For Special Of-
fering during November and December. Others donated generously
from our giving tree, built by one of our own special members.  The
giving tree provided things like fast food gift cards, gasoline cards,
phone cards, new clothing like underwear and socks, bottled water
and juice used in lunch bags just to name a few needed items.  Our
congregation also donated 60 adult backpacks and we filled them
with necessary personal items separately for men and woman.  Each
backpack was presented as our Trinity Christmas gift and was
accompanied by a hand-made Christmas card from students in our
3 rd grade.  The cards were amazingly creative and they brightened
everyone’s day.  Our Cub Scouts helped make up beds on day one
leaving a couple of pair of new white socks tied with a ribbon and
candy cane on the freshly made beds.  Our Boy Scouts were on
hand for the strenuous work of setup on day one and tear down on

Trinity Lutheran Chur ch-Clinton Township
MCREST Shelter Week-December 21 to December 28, 2008

day seven.  All around us was a church family coming together for
this special week.  Finally, while Trinity MCREST Coordinators
supplied pastries for Sunday coffee hour for the month of Decem-
ber, generous members made voluntary contributions for their cof-
fee and donut and those donations were used for the MCREST
mission week.  Our wonderful Pastors provided a pre dinner bless-
ing, a bible class on Hope designed for our guests and they also
signed up for other tasks.

On Christmas Day our brothers and sisters from the Jewish
Community Relations Council came to work in the shelter so our
members could spend more time with their families on this Chris-
tian holiday.  They were a joyful group participating in what they
call “Mitzvah Day.”  Over 800 Jewish men and women volunteer
for this activity in the Detroit area.  Also another noteworthy event
was a donation by Target Department Store in Warren of a $10
Target gift card as a Christmas present to each guest along with
some food donations for the shelter. Our friends at Panera Bread
made donations of breads and rolls twice during the shelter week.

One story of interest during the week unfolded in front of our
Pastor Hoft.  He was moved by the event so much that he included
it in his sermon the following Sunday.  Trinity both lost a few
guests during the week, for different reasons, as well as picked up
a few guests.  One evening the MCREST office sent us a guest
new to the program.  The young man arrived in what appeared to
be hospital scrubs so popular with many young people.  Upon
closer examination these blue garments were paper thin and in-
stead of hospital garb were jail garb.  He had just been released
from jail that day, had no place to go and no clothing.  It was one of
those bitterly cold nights when he came through intake.  As our
Pastor just happened to be standing near our intake process loca-
tion, he witnessed our volunteers, especially the hospitality group,
take charge and get the shirt, pant and shoe size for this young
man.  Within a few minutes our volunteers were able to clothe him,
shelter him and feed him.  As Pastor pointed out in the Matthew
scripture, where Jesus asked us to visit a prisoner in jail, this was a
version of what Jesus was talking about.  Pastor said he was per-
sonally moved and knew that Jesus would have been pleased with
Trinity’s reaction to this particular guest.

By the end of the week everyone was tired but it was a good
tired because it was for our Lord and our brothers and sisters in
Christ.  Check out the extended version of this Spotlight story on
www.mcrest.org Scroll down and click on the Spotlight button. See the
volunteers who made this shelter week possible for yet another year.

Church Spotlight

New Item For Newsletter-Please send your church story to
rl.spotlighteditor@gmail.com

Over the past months MCREST, it’s membership and it’s staff have
been recognized for the dedication and sacrifice they make to serve
others in need. While recognition is not the reason our staff and
volunteers work so hard it is nice to know that our collective efforts
are recognized as important.

Jimetta Lewis, Executive Director
Recipient, The Barb Bauman Award, 2008

Each year the Macomb Homeless Coalition presents its Barb Bauman
Homeless Advocacy Award to the single individual within the Coali-
tion that represents the true ideals of serving our citizens who are
homeless. On November 19th, 2008, at the Macomb Homeless Coalition
annual dinner, MCREST Executive Director, Jimetta Lewis was hon-
ored as the 2008 recipient. This Barb Bauman Award recognized the
dedication, self sacrifice and advocacy that Jimetta Lewis displays
daily as she directs the efforts of  MCREST to serve those in need.

The Macomb County Board of Commissioners presented to Execu-
tive Director Jimetta Lewis a framed proclamation from the Board
expressing their gratitude to MCREST for its 20 years of service to
the homeless. Board Chairman William Crouchman made the pre-
sentation and the proclamation was entered into the official records.

Recent Awards and Recognition for MCREST

By Rick Lynn

Macomb County Board of Commissioners
Proclamation for MCREST, November 20, 2008

On November 14th, 2008, Congresswoman Miller extended her appre-
ciation and congratulations to MCREST, its volunteers and its sup-
porters on the occasion of our 20th Anniversary. In her letter, Con-
gresswoman Miller noted that Sir Winston Churchill once said “We
make a living by what we do, but we make a life by what we
give”.Encouraging words certainly and words that each supporter of
MCREST can find meaning in as they continue to help those in need.

Letter of Congratulations –
Congresswoman Candice Miller, 10th District, Michigan

By Chuck O'Brien
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served MCREST continuously for all 20 years that MCREST has
been in existence.  Jerry has worked at some level of the St. Lucy
MCREST week for all of those 20 years.  Currently Jerry is the key
coordinator for St. Lucy and was instrumental in requesting the
Thanksgiving Week slot on the MCREST schedule as the St. Lucy
week.  Jerry believes the week of Thanksgiving gives him and the
other St. Lucy volunteers a special opportunity to reflect on all of
the blessings God has given them and in turn allows them to serve
the MCREST guests with the love and giving spirit Jesus called for
in the book of Matthew.  Sister Carol Kowalski is the staff Coordi-
nator for MCREST at St. Lucy and she says of Jerry, “his interper-
sonal skills and warmth help him to connect with every guest on a
personal level….he makes them feel at home learning everyone’s
name and story.  Jerry also uses his spiritual gifts to rally the many
volunteers we need to run the shelter week.  His energy and ability
to relate to everyone is a blessing here at St. Lucy.”

Jerry’s service alone at St. Lucy would earn him this recogni-
tion but as the need grows in this very down economy many
churches on the MCREST team have suffered financial crisis, lead-
ership changes and loss of congregation.  Some have not been

able to fulfill their MCREST Mission week.  These are called “Open
Weeks” at MCREST, when at virtually the last minute the plan for a
church to shelter guests, falls apart.  Those situations are fortu-
nately rare, however this year alone we are looking at potentially
four open weeks during the Spring and Summer months.

Jerry has stepped up all the time as a Coordinator and/or task
volunteer whenever MCREST has called on him to serve in these
Open Weeks.  With staff help from MCREST Jerry must pull to-
gether a group of volunteers from all over the MCREST network
and the general public.  Like any good “quarterback” Jerry brings
them all together on the first evening with a prayer and with God’s
help Jerry pulls off a week of shelter, in someone else’s building,
with a group of folks who have never met.  It is a God thing and God
put Jerry’s willing heart right in the middle of it.

It was hard getting Jerry to talk about himself however he said
to me, “My brothers and sisters from St. Lucy and my Pastor Father
Jim Commyn, have been a particular inspiration in my life.   I’m the
one who was blessed by all the people from other churches, the
folks who work for MCREST and especially the MCREST guests
who have been on this great trip of service with me.”  When I asked
Jerry about family he said, “one of my greatest joys in life are my
three beautiful daughters.  They supported me doing this work all
these years and now they serve the Lord and the homeless
themselves….a Father could not be more proud and what a bless-
ing they are to me.”

Our gratitude, prayers and thanks go out to Mr. Jerry Solomon.

Note:  If you would like to be placed on a list of volunteers who
would be willing to help cover an Open Week for the MCREST
schedule just go on www.mcrest.org and fill out a volunteer form
for the “B” team.  Also if your church can donate their building for
an open week that would be an amazing act of kindness by your
congregation.  Volunteering for an Open Week can be even more
gratifying than serving in your own church because now you are
out in the “mission field” serving our Lord and meeting some great
new folks with a like mind and servant spirit.

MCREST Volunteer Spotlight

Welcome New Staff Members!Welcome New Staff Members!Welcome New Staff Members!Welcome New Staff Members!Welcome New Staff Members!

My name is Trish Pearce and coming to MCREST as the Program
Information Specialist is a dream come true. My passion for MCREST
started 14 years ago when I volunteered for the first time at my own
church, St. Thomas Community Church, as a driver. As each year
progressed I become more involved and for several years now I have
been a co-cordinator. It is exciting to be part of the MCREST team and
I am looking  forward to meeting the coordinators, visiting the churches
and all the wonderful volunteers. Married for 24 years with a beautiful
daughter, I am truly blessed each and every day.

From left to right:
Trish Pearce, Dayrell Gibson, Carol Baker

My name is Dayrell Gibson and I am a caseworker at MCREST.
I am currently in college finishing up on an associates degree in
mental health/social work. This is how I became familiar with
MCREST. I began an internship with MCREST in April, 08.  In
December 08, a caseworker position became available and I left the
automotive field to become a caseworker. I am pursuing a master
degree in social work. I have a passion for helping people and love
helping people to turn their lives around.  I have been happily
married for 15 years, and have four beautiful daughters and one
grand- daughter, and grandson.  I am a licensed and ordained min-
ister and the foundation of my ministry is “compassion for others”.

Dayrell Gibson:

I currently work for MCREST as an H.M.I.S. Data Entry Clerk/
Caseworker. A graduate of W.S.U., B.S. in Education with Psychol-
ogy Major. I previously, worked at the Ray of Hope.  I have one
daughter and one grandson.  I love nature, travel , animals, cook-
ing gourmet meals & music.

Carol Baker:

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be
sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble” 1
Peter 3:8

Trish Pearce:

By Rick Lynn

New Item For Newsletter-Please send your volunteer story to
rl.spotlighteditor@gmail.com

Mr. Paul “Jerry” Solomon is our first
Volunteer Spotlight candidate for some
very important reasons.  Known as Jerry
to his friends, this man epitomizes the
giving heart as a tireless worker for the
homeless.  Jerry is a long time member of
beautiful St. Lucy Catholic Church at
Jefferson and Nine Mile in St. Clair
Shores.  St. Lucy was recently recognized
as one of the 15 churches who have Jerry Solomon
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For all the support you have
given to MCREST.

Please know that your generosity and
kindness is changing lives!

We're on the Web!

www.mcrest.org

20415 Erin
Roseville, MI  48066

Phone: (586) 415-5101
Fax: (586) 415-5103

Thank
You

On Saturday, April 25, 2009, MCREST celebrates spring with its annual Spring Fling!Along
with great live music and food will be a Silent Auction. Last year we raised over $5000 with
more than 50 items available for bidding.

We would like to encourage you, our friends and supporters, to consider making a dona-
tion to our 2009 Silent Auction. So if you have sports season tickets, theatre or opera tickets
consider donating them to the cause! How about if you own a vacation home/condo, donating
a weekend, or even a whole week?  Maybe you can donate rounds of golf at your club or
favorite golf course?  Be creative. Other fine suggestions are: spa and fitness club packages, golf
and dinner packages, electronics, jewelry, gift certificates to fine dining, a hotel get-away, and
autographed sports items.

As a donator, your name will appear next to your donation and in our program .In
addition; we will “thank you” in our next newsletter. The proceeds from the 2009 Silent
Auction will help support our work – providing emergency shelter and reducing homelessness!

To donate please call MCREST – 586-415-5101 or you can complete the short form
below and send it to the office.  I would like to donate to the 2009 SILENT AUCTION

Name ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Phone __________________________E-mail Address __________________________

ITEM (S) TO BE DONATED: ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

____  I will drop my item at the MCREST office    ____    I would like my item picked up

                      Send to: MCREST, 20415 Erin, Roseville, MI. 48066

WANTED!   SILENT  AUCTION DONA TIONS!
Laurie Huff, President
Patricia Dery, Vice President
Janet Miller, Treasurer
Margaret O'Reilly, Secretary

Richard Bagdasarian
Sam Catherincchia
Janice Donahue
Tim Joy
Rick Lynn
Charles O'Brien
Kim Perkins
Fred Pantalleresco
Jody Wenz
Angela Willis

Board of Directors:

Executive Director:

Jimetta J. Lewis

Associate Director:

April Fidler

Staff:

Trish Pearce, Program Info. Specialist
Alice Franco, Caseworker
Jon Trusty, Caseworker
Dayrell Gibson, Caseworker
Carol Baker, HMIS Data Clerk/Caseworker
Barbara Griffin, HMIS Data Clerk
Patti Shekoski, Admin. Ass't/Bookkeeper

Rick Lynn, Newsletter Editor
Jean Pantalleresco, Web Site Manager


