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From the desk of the President..... ecutive Director developed a very detailed

; business plan for the multi-purpose build-
II\D/l(e:zérl'Eg_Elends of ing. After several months, ther&tegic Plan-
ning Committee has developed a very com-
et prehensive five-year plan. MCREST hired
gOO(!Itb)S/etI{P)GZE)(z)ia)IIt a development directorA PR/Marketing
was an eventful Committee was established and has suc-
year with many ex- cessfully kept MCREST in the news. Our
citing adventures web site has been redesigned arshiton-
and the loss of derful (Checkitout abww.mcrest.ag). We
inf . a dear friend. 'ostour president, Dwight Blasen June,
For more information, see N which left us all in shock and mourning.
" " MCREST learned , . :
Spring Fling Fundraiser _ ) that th t re. Weretired our long-time employee and dedi-
on page 2 Laurie Huff, President Na tne grant '€= -0 friend, Sharron Kaczynskie hired
: quest to HUD was g, Yy
approved and the planning began for a new full-time caseworkgfim FrancoWe
: Iy raduated some very successful CAP cli-
multi-purpose building to meet the need nts.And, we provided 18,924 shelter nights

of the homeless population in Macombror homeless men, women and children.
County Everyone was chged and ready Thank you '

to go forward.We have all learned quite a =548 o mises to be another busy and
lot from this experience. The projectis COMe, citing year While we never know what
plex with many details that must be considg ) yhe horizon, MCREST knows that it can
Jontinue to countmits churches, support-
Ers, friends, staff and board. Thank you.

Dancing to "Thrill"
The Motown Sound
http:/Ahrillgroup.com/main2.html

at Zuccaro Banquets & Cater|n
46601 N. Gratiot - North of Hall R
Chesterfield Twp., MI

a business plan, and hiring a constructio
supervisor and on and on. But through a
this, MCREST continued to provide shel- aurie Huff. President
ter, food and case management services anrd of Di'rectors
1,095 homeless individuals. |

The Board and staff of MCREST know

BUS T|Cket5 that we owe our gratitude and thanks to the @

84 churches that house the homeless

Buy 1 - Buy 1,000 throughout the yeaiEach and every church _
family makes the commitment to gather their Macomb County Rotating
$1.50 each resources to make their week the very best Emergency ShelterTeam

for their guests. Many of these churches .
rely on the help of neighboring parishes to Saturday April 19, 2008

Order through the assist them in providing food, laungwork- at _
ers, haircuts, and fun activities. It takes _Zuccaro Banquets & Catering
MCREST Office creative planning and hours of work, but46601 N. Gratiot — North of Hall Rd.
each year our church partners embrace their Chesterfield Tvp, Ml
uests with kindness, concern and respect.
(586) 415-5101 'glj'hank you. P Doors open at 6pm - Business Casual
The NewYear will also bring its share Station style dinner at 7pm
of difficulties. The demand for MCREST CashBar
servicesb is on the ir;crease Ias eviderr\]cer(]j by Guest Speaker:
Macomb Countys financial woes, hig : ;
- rates of unemployment and the collapse of ShefiffMark Hagkel
In This Issue: the housing market. Itis comforting to know Dancing to "Thrill"
Jimetta's Journal that MCREST has a committed Board of Di- The Motown Sound
CAP Corner rectors, a devoted staff and the support of hitp:/fthrillgroup.com/main2.htm
Sorina Flina Fundrai 2 84 churches. In this uncertain environment,
pring Fling Fundraiser : ; by . . !
Busload ofVarm Gifts funding will be difficult, but our Christmas SilentAuction
appeal was the most successful we havéicket price: $60 - $30 iFax Deductible
Program Information Specialist eve:]I hao]l. (?]ur com(;nunity recr(:gnized the For tickets call (586) 415-5107
Community Connection Day Helpdrs needs of others and rose to the occasion. .
Connectiotyn Day Success yrew 3| Thank you. Ag‘ggiﬁg&'cket sales only
h . pril 12, 2008
A Generous Donation We accomplished a lot last ye&rfew ables seat D
From Our Guests knowledgeable Board members and the Ex- All proceeds to benefit MCREST




Roseville Schools andtheir ‘Stuff a Eastside Edge and Lester Gilbeve were
J | m ett a.l S J O u rn al Bus’theA.S.K. participating schools with the able to assist a few of our clients with co-pays
Macomb Intermediate School District, stu-for their psychiatric medicationsve had an
dents needing community service hours foarray of jackets, socks, t-shirts and toiletries
confirmation or graduation and their supportfor those in needWe are truly blessed and |
Sometimes life comes ive parents, the Detroit Executive Serviceam very grateful.
atyou like a curve ball and Corps, our donors and our wonderful staff  There is a synergy around MCREST and
you aren’'t always preparedwho comprise the other half of MCREST we are moving forward to build Jasklace.
to deal with it. What | have Black Elementary gave a special surprise téor those of you who are not familiar with
found, is that there are one of our guests for Christmas and sharedJacks Place, it will be another MCRE®iild-
blessings abound for us ifvaluable lesson for all those who heard, expéng that will reside 25 seriously mentally ill
we are open and choose tgienced or read about it. | don’t want to eximen, a day-time drop-in centiundry facili-
look for them What we clude anyone and please forgive me if you felies, health, mental health, dental services,
have are the dedicated, lovyou should have been added. There were sommercial kitchen, job training, showers and
_ _ing and generoushurches many blessings this year that it would takeffices for the service agencies in Macomb
JimettaLewis  5nq yolunteers that make the whole newsletter to list them all. EveryCounty If assisting us in this much needed
up the one half of MCRESThis yearwe thank you letter we send out of our officeventure interests you — please join ¥elican
have been blessed with a professional argbes out with a prayer and a grateful heart. reach me via e-mail dimettal @mcrest.org or
forward moving Board of Directors who hadnever could have dreamed of all the assi$86-415-5107.
to take up the reins where our blessetance we received this year and that also in-
Dwight left off. We have seen generouscludesWakely andissociates wittDominic Peace, Love and Joy
community groups GeneralMotors, Abbate and Brian Smilnek, Kensington  Jimetta J. Lewis, Executive Director

CAP CORNER Nathaniel J.is resolving issues with up appointments with Recipient Rights to
_ Friend of the Court. He is working toward higget the help he needs. He is currently seek-
Tim Franco Commercial Drivers Licensandis working  ing employment and trying to get his life
CAP Case Manager full-time. His goal is obtaining permanentback on track.
housing. Frank B. is working full-timeandwasex-

We currently have sixdients

in the Choose-A-Path program. Robert D. is working full-time. He is cited to be in the CAP program. He worksy

payingback debts. He is making adjusints hardto achieve his goals.
: with the Friend of the Court to make his ~ We are very proud of our CAgtents.

We would like to congratulate our CAPhay mentscurrent. With a lot of determination and hard work,
graduatediVe had 2 guests complete GLAP Jeff S.has submitted several applicathey are learning to overcome difficult situ-
program and acquerhousing. Congratula- jons "and is going through a backgroundations like substance abuse, mental health
tions and a good job for all your hard workeheck. His goal is to equirehousing ad  issues, and/or underemployment/unem-

obtain acarto go back and forth to work. ployment.

George G- His recovery is his primary Jeff workedverydiligently before he entered We need individuals to mentor our cli-

goal. He has worked hard at Michigabrks theCAP prggram. ents. If you are interested, please call April
and is in the process of obtaining his GED. Rick D. has mental health issues. Her Tim at the MCRES®ffice at:
He was recently offered employment. is taking hgé medication ad keepirg follow (586) 415-5101.

|
Spring Fling Fu"dra'S&anoﬁ;b%503ﬁts):g'ﬁe:i;e@:_mzrfnzgwegL°aqd Rl
e = Faye Maraman

to be our keynote speaker for the evenin

Save the Date! Sheriff Hackel has distinguished himself 2l e
April 19 | one of the countrg top law enforcement 8- "« . = and
officials and is a well known advocate for___ Le

Tell your friends! MCRESTs pleased 2" and all of our citizens who are in neec

™= | aren Coleman

to announce our annual fundraisére MCQI!SFjl'roctej?t(js from thifs evef\g_t benefitge i t
Spring Fling! Filled with fun music, danc- and Its miSsion ot providing emer= : : -
ing and surprises, our Spring Fling promgency sheler and services to our citzens iy CSPCIE CTE YRR E M 0e
ises to be a real crowo! pleaser need.Your_ support a_nd part|C|pat|o_n in th|_sof donations for the homeless. In mid De-

You voted and we listened. Many of yowears Spring Fling will help us continue thig.emberthey did just thatWe would like to
asked for a new theme this year so we rémportant work. thank Faye Maraman and Karen Coleman
placed our Mardi Gras party with ournewand  Tickets for the Spring Fling @fpril 19th  who delivered these much needed gifts to
fresh, tulip inspired, Spring Fling! What bet-are $60.00 per person with seatings in tablgde MCREST office.
ter way to usher in spring than with a partydf ten for those who wish to bring a group

And many members expressed their dg¢$30 tax deductible per ticketpA cash bar

sire to kick up their heels and dance so we agtlent auction and a 50/50 raffle are also partof ~ Jeff S.

excited to bring you our musical gu&htill-  the festivities and business casual dress is and
The Motown SoundThey are full of energy requested. George G
so be sure to bring your dancing shoeg Call 586-415-5101 for tickets and to learn

know our crowd will give Dancing with the about sponsorship opportunitigdnd visit

Sar's real competition. www.mcrest.og for information too!
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Evangelical Lutheran Churchvolunteer and de-briefing meet- Thank you to all who were there
returned filling that date. The ings in 2007 and continually and it is our hope that you glean
February 3-10 date has beertearn about new ideas, suggesyseful information for your pro-
filled with another returning tions etc. The volunteer/leadergram at these meetings.
church Metropolitan Church of meetings are the time that | can Recovery Coaching remains
the Nazarene and we welcomébring you up to speed as to th
both back to the teamWe tren?jsy, etcAF\)gain,pI would like every b“Sy_?”d the out_come_s h?"e
missed you and all your dedi-to remind you to contact me if P€€N Positive. Sharing this gift
cated volunteers. There are gou have a meeting on the hori-With our recovering folks has
few issues with the schedulezon so | can get it on my sched-been a blessing to me and | am
Happy Newvear toAlland ~ pending for 2008. The week ofule. This information is passed grateful for this opportunity
2008 is going to be great! I'm sureJﬁne ﬁ-lgdnededs g cr?mbinaliior%ntott_he staf:(z(a)rﬁl thRulrEe_lgnLIJErch In closing, my wish is for
i« o1.Church added and the week oimeetings.
?;ijt o:)lyj/:) :J t?eal\ileevzeiir?(;zlsir?l July 20-27 needs an all male proVOICE OFMCREST we want to Vn:grslsoggﬁ e Soe\lsgth for all and
" . pIng gram. A couple of churches hear from you. We just com-
positive energy going. In 2007 haye asked to be moved and pleted our first certification/re-
December 2-9 was open as of thesm currently working on all of certification meeting for the year

last newsletter article but Trinity these weeks. | attended manyvhich was very welhttended. Joelene
L __________________________________________________________________________________________|
Community Connection Day Helpers A Generous Donation

Jacob Kraski had a mission to complete some community hours for

school. He brought his brother and mother in to help when others Featured from left to
walked away andgeparated all the jackets and coats for the honfédht behind Associate Di-
less for our Communitg€onnection Day January 29th! Much thank&ctorApril Fidler, areDaniel

to the Kraski family! GrieshabaBrian JutilaJToni
. Pardy and Bob Muzichuk.
Connection Day Success They presented us with
Community Connection Day was well a check from the GM Casual
represented by Macomb County Service Day from the Lower and
Agencies. MCREST was well represented Upper Structure and Engi-
by Board members and staff. neers! Thank you toAll!

Date: December 21, 2007
From Our Guests... To: The MCREST Staff

Sorry that it took nearly two weeks to get this to you, but here fitis  american Lutheran - Carl andlunteers
everything that has been going on in my life since we last saw|each g Lucy - Jerry aniolunteers

otherin 2003. <. Jane FrancisFom andvolunteers

Let's see where to begin...... _ Warren Methodist Church - Judy avidlunteers
Well, I started outin MCRESIfi May of 2003. was accepted into gt Michelle - Pam andolunteers
[

the Choose a Path, or Cap, program. | graduated from that program in
September of 2003. | moved on to the Salvationy Transitional || | would like to again thank all of you. In my time of need, God gave
House in that same month. | stayed there, despite the many pragblgmsthe strength and where with all to help me and my fellow men.
that | saw within that program. You gave from your hearts and for this | will forever be thankfal
| knew in my heart that there had to be a better way to runnéll always be remembered, and | will always have a special spotin my
program, than this, because the relapse rate at that program was lveayt for all of you. God bless you all and have a Merry Christmas and
nearly 90%. It was at this point that | thought that | should talk to|thé&appy newrears.
leadership at my church about maybe starting our own program), but
this dream remained just that, a dream, until this pastiyesat to wait|| Sincerely yours,
for it to be the right time in God's eyes for my dream to have a voj¢e&usie Smith
Currently there has been a house purchased and it is startjing to
be set up as a transitional house for women with me as the fouse
manigerThis is quite a change for a recovering heroin addict, dORICREST Staff and Families
you think? ] ' o )
Now, on to those of you who are reading this and thinking thh@m thanking you for your Organization just being who you are and
you couldn't possibly be able to make that much of a change in y&@ng what you do, as well as providing me with shefterd and
own lives. I'm living poof that you can. | have a felony conviction fpreven clothing this past Julg007. Although | was only in the pro-
embezzlement and a drug history that would turn your hair white, ysam for three weeks, Jesus moved me and did many wonderful things,
I'm here and able to do this, but only through God's Divine Grace|atihe does, and is always glad to do. This card also comes to extend
Mercy. Once you get to the point where you think that you hﬁ\% proper condolence in the passing of the President of MCREST

absolutely nowhere else to turn, LOOK. UHR'll be there for you just during my time with you. Let his family know that |
like He is, was and always will be for me. truly appreciate MCREST and that his death was

not in vain. Once again, thank you. Be encouraged!

Sincerely ; :
Ruth Nichols Wishing you a wonderful holiday season
Beloved Child of God Ms. Brenda Smith
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Board of Directors:

Laurie Huff, President
Patricia Dery, Vice President
Janet Miller, Treasurer

Kim Perkins, Secretary

Richard Bagdasarian
Sam Catherincchia
Janice Donahue
Sandra Empson
Rick Lynn

Charles O'Brien
Margaret O'Reilly
Fred Pantalleresco
Jody Wenz

Angela Willis

Executive Director:

Jimetta J. Lewis

Associate Director:

April Fidler

Thank
You

Fo dl the sppt yo hee

gva b MBEST

Hease kmohd yor gneody an

kinchess § baiging ives!

Staff:

Joelene Beckett, Program Info. Specialist
Tim Franco, Office Ass't/Caseworker
Alice Franco, Caseworker

Barbara Griffin, HMIS Data Clerk

Patti Shekoski, Admin. Ass't/Bookkeeper

Fund Developer:
Phillip D. Ogle

20415 Erin
Roseville, Ml 48066
Phone: (586) 415-5101
Fax: (586) 415-5103

We're on the Web!

wwwmcrest.org



