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From the desk of the Pesident..... operations planning, and community con-

nection as listed below:

Marketing & Funding
Marketing/PR/Publié\ffairs
Programming/Special Events
Public Speaker/Communication
Public Presence/Role

Operations & Planning
Audit/Finance
Management
Org. Development/@am Building
Strategic Planning

Dwight Blaser President Community Connection

Business Reputation/Experience
Current/Former Homeless
Community Leader/slunteer
Nonprofit Sector
PersonaAccess to Donors

Our 2ndAnnual Mardi Gra was a gala
event with nearly 300 in attendance. | want
to personally thanthose who spent hours
organizing the event. | especially thank
individuals and businesses who sponsored
tables and donated silent auction items. Last
but not least, | would like to thank each_ . !f you have one or more of the above
person who attended; without your presencgkllS and are interested in applying for a

position on the Board of Directors, please
a%%?:joﬁ;\slzp[fgerh tfgffg;tj;;t’c_l" the others contact Jmetia at the MCREST office

With the Mardi Gras behind us, the(586) 415-5107r email Kim Perkins at

Board of Directors has turnetsifocus to Perkins.lucky@gmail.com.
our Annual Meeting. This year it will be
held on May 22nd at Grace Episcopal
Church in Mt. Clemens (see meeting notic )
on this page).This meeting provides our MCRESTOoffice. To learn more about our
membership with the opportunity to not onlyB0ard, | would invite you to attend one of
learn about the ye& eforts of MCREST ~ OUr meetings.

but to also provide feedback for the Board ~ G0d Bless, _

of Directors and thet8ff. Two important Dwight Blaser President

items of business will be conducted at this MCREST Board of Director

meeting as follows:

Our Board meets on the secohaes-
ay of eech month at 6:00 p.m. at the

Amendments to the Bylaws: ' !
Member churches will be receiving a

copy of the Board recommended changes .

to our Bylaws in the mail at least 10 daydA Very Special Thank You:

prior to theAnnual Meeting.At least one-

third of our membership must be present at

theAnnual Meeting in order to amend our ) _

Bylaws, so | uge each member churchto ~ THANK YOU to Lisa Dion - for the

have at least one representative in attefidany hours and hercreativity in devel-
dance. oping our website!

Election of New Board Members: We are very honored to have some-
Beginning June 1,2007, we have One so talent_ed give her time an_d efforts

openings for 7 new Board members —a oné0 assist us in making ourwebsite pio-

year term, a two-year term and 5 three-yegigssmnal and functional as well as attrac-

terms. The Board is seeking applicants fortive.

these positions with skills and experience

with the general cagories of marketing &

funding, L I




W% w e ww e » @ abuseaddictionsThey would be overseen using substances to numb his mental pain.
J | mettals JOU rnal by a staff of direct care workers who areTo this day it brings tears to my eyes. |
trained in the mental health field, case mammiss him terribly and | do realize no one
BB e BeEee s e s s agerstowrite up their care plans, a procould help him except himself. It takes a
gram manager to oversee theirstafpsy- great amount of support and trust to gently
) chiatrist, and an R.N. to overview medicaguide folks into being medication compli-
Belated Greetings and tion compliance. We had visited Cass ant and steering them into a life of self-suf-
Happy Spring! We have Communitys Safe Haven and know thereficiency. That is our goal — to assist those
beenVERY busy with are only 2 — 3 Safe Havens in th&t® of who are 25% - 35% of the homeless popu-
plans for our multi-pur  Michigan. lation and use up to 80% of the resources
pose building. Activities We will have a day-time drop-in centerin the county Someone had to step up to
have geared up since wewith caseworkers to assist cltefe to com- the plate and the MCREST Board of Di-
learned we were the recipi- plete applications etc., a clinic providingrectors accepted that challenfée recently
ents of a $602,000 granthealth assessments and treatments, anfted a part-time Fund Developdthillip
from HUD to build! We shared dfce spaces for other agencies thabgle, who will assist us to reach our budget
are currently evolving our assist the homelesalong with a commer  this year and assist usrimaking our dream
business plan, getting ad- cial kitchen for food services will be voca-come true. We are still boking for other
vice and assistance from experts in the fieldjonal training for the homeless. Many curbusiness people to guide and direct us to
and submitting our technical report to therently arrive on our doorstep with dreamseach this goal.
HUD offices. The fact that we can and will of working in the culinary arts field. Pleag contactmeif you are eading
be able to house those homeless who ‘fall | have a brother who now only lives inthisandknow you can help us. Cal me
through the cracks’ of assistaris a bless- my memory and in the talents of his sonat: 586-415-5107 - or e-mail me at:
ing to our agencyThis multi-purpose build- who had mental health issues and substanggnettal @mcrest.or
ing will house 25 clients who are mostly abuse addictionsThrough his death, | had
severely and persistently mentally ill andlearned of his tremendous fear of obtain-  Peace, Love and Joy
homekss. They may also have subsénce ing help or medication and the choice of Jimetta J. Lewis, Executive Director

CAP CORNER JamesY — is working a full time job, been working on his sobriety by going t
saving his money for housing. He has beetwo meetings weekly, meeting
Our congratulations t&pril who was working hard on his sobriety by going towithJelene (Recovery Coach), and flef
recently married to Jeey Fidler and who two meetings weeklymeeting with (DownriverTherapist). He will be working
is also our nevAssociate DirectorWe are Joelene(Recovery Coach), and flefon his Friend 6Court case.
all very proud of her! (DownriverTherapist). Robert D —is working at Red CoEdv-
Thomas H —is receiving unemploymentern. He is working on his sobriety by going
April Fidler benefits until he achieves full time employ-to two meetings weeklymeetings with
Cap Case Manager ment. He is working hard on his sobrietyJoelene (Recovery Coach), and flef
by attending two meetings weekiyieeting (DownriverTherapist). He will be working
We currently  with Joelene (Recovery Coach), ajedf on paying ofpast bills.

.]imetté Lewis

have four clients (downriverTherapist). We need individuals to mentor our cli-
in the CAP pro- Nathaniel J — is working full time at ents. If you are interested, please il
gram. KFC, saving his money for housing. He haat the MCRESToffice at (586) 415-5101.
l |
Macomb Homeless Coalition Ibebachti_eved through strong community cokls, families and youth within our commu-
aboration. nity.

. ty
The mission of the Macomb Homeless ~ e invite you to attend an informational
Coalition isto act as an advocate for themeetingwith ourTransitional Housing Com-
homeless and potentially homeless imittee onThursday May 3rd, 2007 at the

o Macomb County by collaborating effortRefuge, 33 ChurcBreet in Mount Clemens
We are writing to der you an opper that pomote and sustain self-sufficiencyto learn how your congregation can become

tunity to help improve the lives of the home-to that end, the coalition works to build anvolved. We will hold two sessions to ac-
less in Macomb CountyWith the current  community in which all those f&icted by commodate your schedule, the sessions will
economyour county is experiencing an in-homelessness have access to supportive $&f held at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm. Refresh-
creasing number of individuals, families, andvices and dbrdable housing. This is ments will be served. If you are unable to
youth who are at risk of becoming home-achieved through coordination, advocacyttend this meeting, please contact us and
less. Given this, the Macomb Homelessietworking, public awareness, evaluatiofe will meet with you in person at a more
CoalitionTransitional Housing Committee and participation in an open partnership @fonvenient time. Please contact Fred
is seeking community partners to aid in prointerested residents, human services providantalleresco at 586-770-6527 or
viding both housing and supportive servicegrs, churches, busises, schools, law en-fpntlo62 @wowwaycom
to those in our community at risk of beingforcement, health care providers, and the We look forward to he opportunity of
forced into homelessness. On any given dajhomeless.This is where your congregatiompartnering with you in accomplishing
there are nearly 1000 homeless in our conean help. Macomb Countyd goal of ending chronic
munity. Enclosed, you will find an informationalhomelessness.

Based on a Feeral mardate to end brochure for a community collaboration
chronic homelessness in 10 years, thproject to aid in providing supportive hous-
Macomb Homeless Coalition has created ang for the homelessIhe brochure provides Fred Pantalleresco:
Continuum ofCare Plain hopes to achieve a variety ¢ opportunities to becone our Macomb Homeless@lition
this monumental goalThis goal may only parners in improving the livesfandividu- ~ Transitional Housing Chairperson
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Transitional Housing Committee
Community Collaboration Project




PROGRAM INFORMATION SPECIALIST

they face no matter what time ed that many volunteers wouldbusy With the economy being
of year it is. The good news is like a better understanding ofwhat it is todaymany who are
thatthanks to our churches andwho and what we are since theylosing everything attempt to
volunteers, the guests are givemisually only participate in one squelch their pain with the abuse
an opportunity to face thedays particular task of the programof alcohol and/or drugs which
with hope and gratitudeAs of  during their week.The volun- can eventually (in certain per
this writing, we are blessed withteer meetings have disclosedsons) lead to addiction. If not
afull and complete schedule andsome concerns about the proaddiction, the abuse alone can
TG | am so grateful to all of you gramwhichthey would nohave be deadly | feel very blessed to
Joelene Beckett who have made this possibleotherwise made knowrt this  be able to share my knowledge
Having survived another Beginning this yeal have been time, | am requesting that if you and experience with those folks
winter with dark dismal days attending the volunteer meetingsare planning a volunteer meet-with the hopes that they can
behind us, we now begin to prior to the churcls week and ing or have already had yourlearn new ways to address their
stretch and reach out to anothethe de-briefing/wrap-up meet-week and have set a date for gituations and find purpose and
exciting season, hopefully filled ings following their weekThis  de-briefing meeting, | would ap- meaning in their lives, no mat-
with abundant sunshine andhas proven to be very informa-preciate it if you would please ter what the circumstances.
pleasant weatherWith this in tive both for myself and hope- contact me so | can attend and
mind, we also need to remem-fully for those who havel- address any of these concerns.  In closing, | wish you
ber thatto our homelesdolks, ready participated. | have Recovery Coaching (Re- health, world peace and most of
thedarkdismd days are stillwhat discovered just as | suspect- lapse Prevention) has been vergll ....Love.  Joelene

, Numbers ae over 100% since some fall into mor
Just the Facts Ma’am — Just the Facts. than onecategory

The 2007 Point ifime count was done county wide on Janu-
ary 25, 2007. For just ONE daysnapshot — here are the facts:
There were 1,142 homeless people counted in Macomb County

24% of them are chronically homeless.

30% of them have serious mental heatgues.
30% of them rave substance abussiues.
16% areVeterans.

17% have experienced domestic violence.

Only 7% came fromiVayne County despite popular opinion.

| ]
Continued fom page 2...

Thanks to Our Mardi Gras Sponsors:
Transitional Housing

Committee Community Gold: Honorable Mention:
Collaboration Project Rock Financial Aristocat Limo
how i GM Womans Club Associated Theraputic Massage
Example of It may work Detroit Sports Gallery Cedar Glen Golf Course
Human service g:?noDCL:(r:]%arelll, Club 22
agency identifies
ag clier¥t in need. . Facid Art Permanent Cosmetics (Patritiee)
Silver: Inner Balance
\\4 Da Francesce'ltalian Cuisine Jan Baumgarten
Client moves into Case management is lkon Office Solutions Janice Donahue
housing and provided for fousing Kim Perkins Jim & Donna Beg
supportive services needs Warren Bank Jim and Dian&\Vestlake
comtinue St. Josepts Health Care Laurie & Don Huf
T Lisa Parsons
Land owner is asked Partners are k/lu'gll S 8rlg:jnallleektaurant
to work with agency ~ contacted to provide Bronze: M?rCel)émae?lsyLioﬁ‘seéslub
to lease propert assistance . :
Eropery Beck Foundation Sees Chocolate
R’x 1(/ Thomas Dzieszkowski Slickers
Partners are asked to Dwight & Stephanie Blaser Troy Marriott
donate funds to assist Jerry Lineman Viviano’s Flower Shop
in lease payment Michigan Heritage Bank Wolverine Harley Davidson
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As she holds back tears, Sandra
Empson remembgbeing dropped
off at Meijers with no food,
clothes, or money while 7 months
pregnant, and MCREST was there
for het

Jm Eastan sharing his Sory
of being homeles and how
MCREST helpd him. See Jim's
letteron page 7.

Lisa Parsons wosecond prize
... 4 tickets to the Rock Finan-
cial Suite VIP parking, and a
Piston’s Jesey

Another happy celebrator
from Holy Cross Luberan.

These ladies knew how to partyhey had fun vith a
capital “F!
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e Derek andVendy Green Wendy is from
it ; ' CommunityCentralBank.

April Fidler (Associate Director), Kim Perkins (Bo&®dc-
retary), and Janet Miller (Boaldleasurer), aftethe big 50/
50 win!

Christina HurstAndreaSabile (top right), and

friends celebrate. Laurie Huf (Board of Directors), wshing hus-

band, Don, a happy 7®irthday

e y
i a

F |
."'# ; - '

Card and Dean Bantomuca from 3. Augustine
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So, how do MCREST churches make  held a small, first-time craft show on Satur
= sure that'Mother MCREST can receive day and sold soup mixes also on Sunday
the full partnetrs share for the 2007 salesfter services.They sold 17 mixes and
What is Motown Soup®ell it might  year?Three things must happen (and this isarned $1.75 for each mix sold! Mother
be an answer to the wish that so many diLL so veryvery possible!!) MCREST believes that 50 churches will sell
you have made after you finished your soups at their churchedVe will be very
MCREST week. Its Saturday night; the 1. In February “Motown Soup” _be- pleased to have 30 churches do the sales.
last night of MCRES Tand that empty feel- gan building an inventory for the fallrin-  Will you book in time to sell soups at your
ing of knowing that the guest will be goneity and DRMM volunteers meet almost evchurch?
in the morning and yotWish thee was ery Tuesday night afrinity (Hall Rd. and
something mar | could do”. Dan Karlin, VanDyke) in the statelicensed kitchen The soup project is producing extra in-
the coordinator foTrinity Lutheran Utica, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to make soup mixesventory for the fall believing that MCREST
has come up with a magnificent way to noMCREST churches need to send volunchurches will step up to bases 1, 2, and 3,
only help MCRESTontinue its work with  teers. Some could come Buesday nights above, giving Mother MCREST a home run
the homeless, but also help your churchn a rotating basis. It is possible to creaténancially....as well as the churches.
community provide income for the programsPne night per week or every other week for
you are deeply committed towill be pro- MCREST volunteers to come to the kitchen  Werealize that the besme to sell soup
moting, recruiting, and coordinating volun-and make mixes. It doestiave to bdues- is when its cold out....and the aeftibonus
teers for Motown Soup. If you would like day night. A group of 10-15 volunteers is giving such great soups as Christmas gifts.
to help, please call me at 586-770-6527 gshould be very possible out of 80+ churcheCraft showsnd previousites of events will

leave a message at the MCRESfice 586- Will YOU help? be the first priority for inventoryWe just
415-5101. Below is an e-mail from Dan barely eeked out soup for a dozen sites on
about Motown Soup and how it works. 2. Most of the sales of the soup ar¢he second weekend of November lastyear
made at craft shows in the area and up to %0 need a huge inventoto add on 30 or
Fred Pantalleresco miles away in November and December50 churches during the prime selling season

Volunteers from MCRESre needed to before Christmas. ©U might want tdoook
work the show..pick up the cases of soupn a time aroundSoupe Bowl in Febru-
mixes, demo 3 flavors, and make the salesry). If you are selling a huge amount of
The Motown Soup project began inA mini-van with seats down is very helpfulsoup mixes and earning $2.00 per mix...what
2004 when sales ‘broke eveas we got df  to transport the mixes. One person handle®es Mother MCREST get? For many of
the ground. The major partners are the samples, one person makes the sales d@he mixes, Mother also makes $1.00 as well
MCREST and the Detroit Rescue Missionrestocks the booth. Extra helper§®n- as the DRMM making $1.00. ¢Wnteer
Ministries. In 2005, we sold more soup andderful! The first two weekends of Novem-labor in making the mixes, selling thé&iND
declared dividends ¢§5000 to MCREST ber and the first two weekends of Decermmot having to pay an exhibit fee at a craft
and $5000 to DRMM (as well as a tithe ofber are the heaviest for craft shows wheghow creates a lger profit magin which
$1000 to other ministries working with the we could have 6-12 d#rent craft shows on benefits us all). Last year we spent over
homeless and the hungryWVhile the ma- one weekend. MCREST needs to provid$2500 in exhibitor fees at craft shows and
jority of the work is done by members ofvolunteers for 25% of the craft showall  would rather ‘grow’ the project with money
Trinity Lutheran Church in Utica, the volunteers will be trained in advance whatjoing intoYOUR MCRESTbudgets than
DRMM provided a good deal of help with to do. more craft show fees. Oh, can your youth
making the soup mixes and selling them at group or school sell the mixes? Oh, yeah!
craft shows. MCREST was unable to come 3. Your church can help by selling soup
up with volunteers in 2006, so the profitsat your own church after service$his is We ned your feedbackhow We cant
were divided90-10....with $15,000 being the win-win part of this. Most of the mixesget 30 churches to commit at the end of
split $13,500 to RMM and $1,500 to are $6.00 eachYou will earn $1.50 to $2.00 October...we wont have the inventory
MCREST. The MCRESTBoard of Direc- for each bag soldYou make samples (andHelping handsor inventory helping hands
tors knew this, but wanted to stay in thethat is not ‘chaged against youfor what to sell at craft shows....and willing churches
project with the hopes that 2007 would beyou use). If you take 12 cases of soup and sell after servicesCall Fred NOW to
ayear when MCREST would shine as a fulkell only one bag.....it is not held againstnake MCREST a full partner again.
partner ..... and receive 50% again of thgou. You make $1.50 and are not stuck with
dividend at the endf theyear Realisti- the inventory—unlike cookbooks or calen-
cally, this could be in the $10,000 range. dars.InNovembenf 2006,UticaMethodist Dan Karlin

Eat Soup & Feed the HomeleksHow! Volunteers
Needed!

Call Fred:

586-770-6527

or leave a
message at the
MCREST
office:

586-415-5101
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Welcome to Our New Employees:

Meet Phillip Ogle

Phillip D. Ogle is the
MCREST Fund Developer who
is currenty working to assisus
to reman solvent while exploring
options to assisis with the multi-
purpose building. Phillip comes
from a long list of successful
fund development from some of
the top oganizations in the tri-
county area.

Meet Carl Evans, Jr.
Carl has hig\ssociates in Hu-
man Services and is going to
school full time to get his
Bachelots in Human Services.
He feels the homeless are his blood
now. Whatver path he takes, the
homeless will alwaybe a part of
him. For the past 2 — 3years le
has been woking at MCREST, he has leaed more about life

than any other experience. He was clueless about shelters and was

surprised to find out how empowering the MCREST program is if
you allow it to be there for you. He never imagined spending 33
days in MCRESTwould bring him to where he is todagarl is
now part-time Ofice Assistant and part-time Ca¥gorker for
MCREST

Meet Alice Franco

HeID us to He|D OtherS Alicecameo MCREST twice
as an intern from Baker College.
She wanted to work with us as
much as we wanted heiWhen
Fred retired last summélice was
there waiting. She is now a full-
time CaseNorker for MCREST.
Alice loves her job and the popu-

. . . lation ste works with andhas always wanted to help those who
By making ebequest in youwill to MCREST, you can do many peeded help. She received Associates in Health Services and

MCREST wishes to thank its wonderful supporters who make it
possibldor us to continue to help tholess fortunate.You generously
contribute each time wask; thank you. This time, we would like
to offer you another opportunity to assist us, but this time, in a more
long-tem fashion.

things: will graduate with her Bachelw in Human Services in June of
this year She has three sons, one is doing an internship aT&IA
1. Demonstrate your commitment to the work we do one in high school does community service for MCRE® third
2. Show your family and children the importance of hejpin is a firefighter She has been a widow for 12 years and is a young
ahers grandma.The volunteers remind her she is prettier than Fred with

more hair and the guests have nicknamed (ngth love) ‘The

3. Honorsameoneimportari in your life
Dragon Lady

4. Providefinancid benefits to ya andyour family (Gift

Annuity) Meet Bar bara Griffin

We have many diérent ways you can help us to serve those M\ch?gzgr?\f\l/ﬁk%asﬂii(t)(r)Cuit?zéwggoqh

need; if yo are interested, please give our Planned Giving departmggin and does all our data entry from

a call at 586-415-5107. HMIS. She did such a good job, we
hired hey and she now works 20

Phillip Ogle hours a week. Barb is a grandmother
of three with engy to match her
grand kids!

| ]
Letters From Our Guests: Once again, thank you Fred, Joelene, @antil, Sharon, Jdf
' (Downriver Community Services), Jimetta, and everyone else in-

To the $aff, Contributors, and/olunteers of MCREST volved with MCREST
Kudos to the stfat MCREST They are the best!!!

Keep up the good work.
Sincerely

If it 't for thei tand , Irdok h _
it wasn't for their support and programs nowwhere Tt 2 on

I would be. They have shown me how to get my life in orddrad
no idea where to turn when | found mgi$ homekss, unemployed,
and lost, not to mention finally realizing | had an alcohol problerRraise the Lord, Pastor Jill,
MCRESTwas the driving force to helping me get my life in order
If you think MCREST is just providing shelter for the homelwould like to thank you and your wonderful church family for all
less, you are mistaken. If you are a voluntekurch, or a con- the extra pecial treament you have shown us during our stay at
tributor, please continue your suppoftis is a vital program that Grace United MethodistYou guys show the teeameaning ofChris-
needs you. tianlove, because it all came from yowsaht. | guess the Lord put
MCREST has programs to encourage you to find employmemig in this humbling situation to show me that there are people out
overcome your addictions, and to help you make the right detiere who do truly care, because at one point in time, | considered
sions in life. the world a very cruel place and was starting to give up hope, but
| am currently working, and have been since | left MCRESihanks to your Genuine, Unconditional, Loving familwantto
but mostly | have continued to work on my alcohol addictibimey  say thank you for restoring my hope in the worlthank you
havegiven me allthe pols todo the ridnt things. Nowit's all up
to me. Enid Parham &Richard Ingram
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