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[ ]
velop a strategic plan for MCREST that is
fully aligned with the “BEn-Year Plan to End
Chronic Homelessness in Macomb County
| hope you too will pledge to support
MCREST as we fulfill our role in the cam-
paign to end homelessness.

God Bless,
Dwight BlaseyPresident
MCREST Board of Directors

Together withApril Morris and Laurie
Hulff, | attended the Firg&nnual Michigan
Homeless Summit on October 24-25, 2006
at the Lansing CenterThis meeting Ten_Year P|an to

launched a campaign to end homelessness

in Michigan and was a product of over a End Chronic
year of planning to highlight local plans .
prepared by each Michigan county as well HomelessneSS In

as a set of statewide initiatives designed to

revamp the state governmengpproach Macomb County

to helping the homeless. The collaborative For further infomation,

_efforItD mcltjdes th; M;]ch[gan ﬁtsa;eDgous- please visit the MCREST website at:
ing Developmen®uthority ( ), WWW.mcrest.org

Michigan Department of Human Services
(DHS), Michigan Department of Commu-

nity Health (DCH), the Michigan Depart- [SSS\Y/ETelo]331s N ®Le1¥ 411740104 30[0 131132
ment of Corrections (DOC), and the Michi- Collaborations Project
gan CoalitionAgainst Homelessness

PROMOTING HEALTHY LIFE CHOICES

(MCAH), and other advocacy organiza-i,poucH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
tions. There were more than 600 attendees

from around the state. Itwas a proud day The Transitional Housing Committee of
for Michigan as each of its 83 counties hadhe Macomb Homeless Coalition is seeking
completed their local 10-year plans and wasreative partners to expand services to
called to the stage to present them and hav®meless, men, women and children in
photos taken. Macomb County

So what does this mean for MCREST?  Through a new innovative community
Will MCREST no longer be needed in theinvestment approach, we are building a com-
year 20167 Most likely there will always bemunity to care for those who are making a
a need for emgency sheltering; however commitment to ending homelessness and
the vision of eliminating homelessness willbegin a life of healthy choices and self-suf-
require that we enhance our efforts to reficiency.
duce reoccurring homelessnesscurrent You will find opportunities to support
example of this is our ongoing study tothis effort along with information if you
develop a multi-purpose building with achoose to partner to end homelessness for
safe haven to house chronic homeless withne person, a single parent with children
mental health issues. and/or an entire familyrhey can include: a

The state-wide effort to end homelessvictim of domestic violence and her children,
ness offers a fresh opportunity for localyouth aging out ofoster care, the disabled,
agencies to collaborate and partner as weeterans, homeless elderly and vulnerable
work together to achieve a common goaland displaced familieaVe will find the need
My pledge, made at the summit meeting, isind you will partner with us to fill the need.
to do eveything within my ability to de- (Continued Page 3.....)




ook @ k@ o w @ & willbe more information in our nextissue. all the nice comments that were said and
Jlmetta's Journal If you have not done so yet — pleasaritten. Thanks, also, for your generous
remember that your donation to MCRESTifts. MCREST the churches, volunteers,
results in a tax deduction for up to $200 foguests, and staff, has been part of my ex-
a couple!You only have a few weeks for ustended family sinc#988. It has always been
to receive your donation to generate a lethy honor and priviledge to serve all of you.
this season finds vou eX_terof receipt! | will still be in Macomb County actively
o Y Our Mardi Gras is February 17, 2007 anéhvolved with the Macomb County Homeless
_perlenc_lr;]g r:ceac_el, love ‘?jndthose who attended last year will tell yolCoalition as the chair of the Transitional Hous-
{‘?igndms“t amily an they had a GRERtime! Mark your calen- ing Committee. The Next Step RENEW has
| Wish to thank our dars and get your dancing shoes out — bety everyday attention and the MCREST
cause we will be celebrating again! Hope tBoard has allowed me to be a member

three interns from this | ' ; ;
year — they are working on see you there! I'm always in your service, Fred

their Human Service De- peace, Love and Joy to all of you for a

Merry Christmas and
Happy NewYear! | hope

g 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 99

JimettaLewis  grees from Baker College: pjessed holiday season! As you may knowJimetta Lewis, Ex-
TimikaWilson, Joyce Joshua and Kristinajimetta J. Lewis ecutive Director of MCREST is healing
Schade.We are grateful for their help and from back sugery, and her recovery may
wish them success in their studies. takesome time. | knowall of you join me in

We are appreciative of the support weSpecial Thanks & Wishes! wishing her God's blessings in a safe and

have received from you and pray thatitcon-  Jean, my wife, and | would like to thankcomplete recovery
tinues as we grow to expand our serviceall well-wishers who came to my retirement ~ May God bless you, Jimett&Ve hope
to thosewho mostneal ourguidance. There party It was a humbling experience to heayou are feeling better soon. Ered

tele. The CAP program can be a successful
CAP CORNER - :
program to our clients who are serious abOLi:t)ear MCREST

becoming self-sufficient.
We are still looking for individuals to When we came to you as homeless
nPeople one year ago, we did not know what

mentor our clients. If you're interested i °
mentoring our clients, please cApril at We would do until we found the Lord my

We currently ihe MCREST office at (586) 415-5101. God, and our lives changed for the better
have one client and He has not stopped blessing us. He

April Morris
Cap Case Manager

in the CAP blessed me with a job and then He blessed

program. Words of Thanks... my wife with the sarajob, and now we have
Tionn M - is working a full time iob our twobedroom apartment, andsdtall

9 100, thanks to MCRES&Nd the Lord. So ngw

saving hismoneyto moveinto anapartment. \yhen you're at the bottowf yourlife, and  we help MCREST take care of other home-

\|/_|vg éNk”SI b|_e| emg\s/i:/]v%ril?é?j ng?dslc?ﬁr:g t?) JZ,\[Na“ou think you're at the end, arqukople don't less people todagnd me and my wife love

of his financial issues taken care of. care, there are people here at MCREST wiing it ThankYou
We are still discussing the CApro- help you get back on a right track. was MCREST
gram and mé&ing changes tfit our dien-  blessed to be in MCREST  Tionn From Bernard and Lenore Nurtin

From the Photo Gallery:

The Gang'sAll Here -

MCREST staff, Board members, stu-
dent interns, and families play at the
MCREST annual picnic.

Dwight, Laurie, and Jim Janet, Cheryl and June
Guest grillers at Mongolian Grill in Roseville

Whatever Happened to Fred?

Since his retirement iAugust of this
year, it's bea rumored that formdviICREST
ax=worker, Fred Pantalleresco, has been seen
wearing a pinkutu and takingpallet lessons.

"Sorry to report that my ballet lessons
aren't going well. My instructor said | either
had to lose 70 Ibs., or get a bigger tutu! Since
the tutus don't come much biggand I'm not
about to lose 70 Ibs., I've decided to take up
Wally Ball." Fred and Jimetta
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(586)415-5105 if you are willing to an opportunity to begin themew
pull together a small team for thelif eof sobrietywhile having a sup-
December week. In the meanyport person (Recovery Coach) to
time, | will work diligently as in give them some education and
the past to fill the 2007 calendardirection is proving valuable.
Budget issues and lack of volun-Some of the clients are just out of
teers (relocating due to economyjreatment, some are waiting for
are the major roadblocks. Thetreatment, others are in the con-
struggling economyvhich istak- templation stage, while some are
ing it's toll on our clients, is be- just tired of the lifestyle but don’t
ginning to have an overall affect.know where to start. | feel very
I would also like to inform you blessed to be able to share my
that we now have two portableknowledge and experience with
showers donated from Shep+these folks in the hopes that they
herds Gate to loan out. Big will find their purpose andmean-
thanks to them, and if you wouldingful life.
like to borrow one call me.

Relapse consulting has been
very busy with many clients re-
guesting appointment®8eingin
a M CREST shdter gives them

Our Week
By Cyndi St. John

Collaborations Project..(continued )
Example of how it works

Human service

They came with tired faces By weeks end they seemed |lifted agency identifies
And stories hard to tell By all they had received a client in need.
We came with expectations And now we_all were saddened
God, let our week go well. Our new friends had to leave. C"ﬁgh 2?353?1 (ijmo Church is contacted to
> . provide volunteer
We fed them and we clothed them In one short week we'd bongled®!PPOrIve services mentors
And eased their burdens some Began to know each man
Began to feel God’s presence We sent them off with prayer Case managementis
J i Churches are asked to
It's why we ALL had come And Gddown helping hand || 70712 = & o csist provided for housing
in lease payment needs
At first they looked so weary Some wonder why we do it
Such troubles on their backs Why help these ragged souls Land owner is asked
But after just a little while God lovedis whole creation to work with agency
They started to relax. To Hidove faswe hold to lease property
. . i If you would like to make an investment in
With hugs, and laughs and caring We send them out with anggls mMacomb County to help end homelessness,
The load grew lighter still, In service lifted higher. call the numbers below
With days of kind attention His hands to touch, his arms to hOId'Macomb County Homeless Coalition
And living out God'’s will. His spirit to inspire. Transitional Housing Committee

Committee Chair - Fred Pantalleresco

A special thank you to our guests. It is through service to others| that RS are 6227 fpntio62@wowwagm

uplifted. Thank you for allowing us to serve God through serving you.

Thank you! Yours in Christ
Cyndi St John
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Roseville, Mi
Oct 1, 2006

Macomb Homeless Coalition
Housing Resource Specialist - Paula Florka
586-469-7702
pflorka@macomb-stclairworks.org

Macomb County Community
ServicesAgency
CoC Coordinator - Carrie Fortune, Esq.
586-783-0916
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